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Since most of the route winds through
the woods, this hike is perfect for hot
days. It offers a chance to explore the
Turriers ponds and the upper Sasse
Valley. 

Useful information

Practice : Hiking 

Duration : 4 h 

Length : 8.4 km 

Trek ascent : 511 m 

Difficulty : Medium 

Type : Loop 

Themes : Forest, Pastoralism 

Le Bois Noir
La Motte-du-Caire - Bellaffaire 

Passage en sous-bois (Office de Tourisme La Motte du Caire) 
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Trek

Departure : Dorats hamlet, Bellaffaire
Arrival : Dorats hamlet, Bellaffaire
Markings :  PR 
Cities : 1. Bellaffaire
2. Bayons
3. Turriers

Altimetric profile

 
Min elevation 1066 m Max elevation 1559 m

From Les Dorats (1,050 m), take the narrow street between the houses and
continue up the trail.
At the reservoir, take the left fork. The trail quickly enters the woods and
becomes well shaded. Be sure to follow the yellow markings. Several logging
trails branch off to the right and left. At a water intake, take the trail to the left
(wooden post) to reach an ONF trail a little further up.
Follow this trail for about 100 meters to the right.
Leave the trail and continue along the path that climbs through the underbrush.
After a steep climb, follow the trail that appears on the right. The start is flat,
then at the first fork, take the left trail, which climbs again.
Upon reaching the Bois Noir ridge, take the ONF trail to the right, crossing the
gate to reach the south-facing slope.
Take the right fork to reach an ONF gate shortly after.
Leave the main trail and take a fairly steep descending forest trail to the right to
join another much wider trail as you descend.
Leave the main trail to the left and take a path through the beech forest. Pass a
trail on your left that leads to Bois Noir. After the ford, the path exits the forest
and enters a meadow, which you follow along the hillside. 
Once at Les Sausses, continue downhill to quickly reach a sunken path between
beautiful meadows. You’ll rejoin the trail from the ascent after passing a
sheepfold. Return via the original trail.
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On your path...
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All useful information

 Advices 

WARNING: On this route, you may encounter livestock guard dogs protecting herds
from wolf attacks.
It is strongly discouraged to bring a pet dog, even if it is on a leash.
If you encounter a herd, stay calm: stop, let the guard dogs get a good look at you,
then give the herd a wide berth without making any sudden movements.

→ To learn the proper precautions to take when encountering guard dogs, visit: 
https://rando.sisteron-alpesprovencales.fr/information/14-Les-patous-et-nous-!

How to come ? 

Transports

Let’s limit our trips and use public transportation and carpooling: https://
zou.maregionsud.fr

Access

From La-Motte-du-Caire (24 km), take the D 951 heading North until you reach
Turriers, then take the D 1 to Dorats hamlet.

Advised parking

Parking lot in Dorats hamlet, Bellaffaire

 Information desks 

Bureau d'accueil des via ferrata

viaferratalecaire@sisteronais-buech.fr
Tel : 04 92 68 40 39

07/13/2026 • Le Bois Noir 
4/4

https://rando.sisteron-alpesprovencales.fr/information/14-Les-patous-et-nous-
https://zou.maregionsud.fr
https://zou.maregionsud.fr
mailto:viaferratalecaire@sisteronais-buech.fr

